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C177 Mobe by The MOBE Team

Some of the relaxed team members enjoying a 
photoshoot at the New Laydown 3. Life at the 
New Laydown is sweet, we are all members of the 
same family, the Bitumen World family. Ubuntu is 
encouraged always. This is indeed a remarkable 
family.

The MOBE site continued to enjoy many 
successes. The month witnessed the 
majority of our employees relocating to the 

new accommodation facilities at Laydown 3, this 
effectively reduced dead mileage of transporting 
workers daily by 70km per round-trip. The reduced 
travel time translated to more rest hours per week 
for employees. 

The relocation of the kitchen to Laydown areas also 
brought about new opportunities, now employees 
can be fed with hot, fresh meals. The new, spacious, 
air conditioned offices are also a welcome change 
from the blazing hot, Laydown 1 offices. Our team 
of officers now have comfort beyond imagination 
considering the location is a remote place in the 
Mwenezi District.

On the work front, the commencement of 
subbase cement stabilization was delayed due to 
contractual and payment issues. Other aspects 
of work continued to make good progress. At the 
time of writing this article, forward earth-moving 
had reached the Sosonye river bridge and 15km 
of earthworks had been completed, including 
dumping of subbase. The swift progress can be 
attributed to the efficiency of our crews who have 
continued to improve since commencement of 
Phase 1 works in 2019. 

Team Mlala also recorded good progress on pipe 
culvert extensions, to date they have completed 
more than 50% of the Phase 3 works. Team Mlala 
is currently hovering around the 174km peg: the 
Phase 3 mid-point and location of the site office 
and camp.

The KW team also marked a significant milestone 
after completing reconstruction of the new decks 
on box culverts at chainages 184+785 and 184+520. 
The box culverts have since been backfilled and 
await priming to complete the surfacing on these 
two gaps. 

Work at the New Lutumba Quarry also reached 
a sweet milestone, the Environmental Impact 
Assessment was completed and a certificate issued 
to Bitumen World. Before works could commence 
a traditional introductory ceremony was held near 
the quarry site. The ceremony was attended by the 

Aerial view of the New Laydown 3. As per trade 
mark Bitumen World standard care even extends 

to the style of parking.

The two box culvert decks that had been certified 
unfit for use by the Engineer, were demolished 
and reconstructed. It was a flawless operation by 
the KW Team led by Nicco. Well done team for a 
fantastic product that met all the quality parameters 
including the mandatory 28 day strength.
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Chief, village leaders and the 
local Member of Parliament. 
Bitumen World was indeed 
welcomed by the Lutumba 
community as seen by the 
enthusiastic singing and dancing 
that marked the occasion.

The end was capped by a 
hearty meal of sadza and beef 
and chicken, it was a truly 
memorable day. Clearing of site, 
including the perimeter fence-
line, was recently completed. 
Trial drilling and blasting was 
carried out to obtain samples 
for testing to ensure the granite 
quality meets the specifications. 
Work is currently in progress on 
the construction of platforms 
for the crushers.

The production of asphalt 
aggregates and G1 (Base 1 
gravel) at Tsomboli Quarry 

Seen here is part of the Bitumen 
World team that attended the 

ceremony enjoying a meal 
during the ceremony.

The first shots at Lutumba 
Quarry. This massive project 
is estimated to yield in excess 

of half a million tonnes 
of products by the time 

construction ends in 2023.

Above: The inspection is carried 
out in terms of clause 48 (1) 
and 48 (2) of the Zimbabwe 
General Conditions of Contract 
ZGCC4. Whereupon substantial 
completion of the works and 
beneficial use of the structure 
by the client, a handover 
inspection is carried out to 
ascertain the level of completion 
and compliance to drawings 
and specification of the project. 
Satisfactory handover marks 
the beginning of the mandatory        
12 month maintenance period.

continued at a commendable 
level. To date, nearly all the G1, 
19mm stone, 13.2mm stone 
and 9.5mm stone has been 
produced to enable completion 
of Phase 3. Crusher run stocks 
are still low but significant 
quantities are stockpiled at the 
quarry.

Phase 2 final handover 
inspection was conducted on 22 
April 2021 with representatives 
of the client, Ministry of 
Transport and Infrastructural 
Development, the Consultants, 
Prostruct Consulting Engineers 
and the Contractor Bitumen 
World in attendance. It was an 
exciting moment, given that this 
was the second such ceremony 
since coming to site in 2019. 
The inspection went off very 
well and we currently await our 
second handover certificate.


